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John Lyon Donates Six Months
of Time to Ambulance

Driving in France.

CONVEYING INJURED MEN
AWAY FROM FIRING LINE

Was Member of Volunteer Force
Operating in Connection With
American Hospital in Paris.

»

After an experience of six months on

foreign battlefields, John Lyon, son of
Frank Lyon of this city and Lyonhurst,
Alexandria county, Va., has returned
home and will enjoy the remainder of
the year with his parents. John Lyon,
who is twenty-one years old, left this
city last May. going to New York, and
thence by steamer to Paris, France,
where he volunteered his services withoutpay. Prior to his departure from
this city he was engaged in the news-
paper Dusiness, 10 wnicn proiession no
will return after January 1.
He paid his-own expenses, and on arrivalat Paris was appointed a driver

on one of the motor ambulances in that
elty. He was connected with the
American ambulance, a volunteer organization,which operates a large militaryhospital in Paris in connection
with the American Hospital. The ambulancebranch forms a large part of
the work at the present time.
For about a month after his arrival

In Paris he was stationed in that city,
acting as orderly to Prescott Fay of
Boston. .Mass., who was driver of a big
Daimler motor ambulance. Young
JLyon says that his duties consisted or
transporting the wounded soldiers from
the firing line to the dressing station*,
and thence to the various railroad stations.where they were forwarded b.y
train to the hospitals. In the branch in
which he was engaged there were about
200 American-built Ford ambulances,
donated in most instances by individual
Americans. All of the outside field
work was done by these machines.
American Drivers Donate Services.
Nearly all of the drivers were Americans,who donated their services for

the cause. Their rations and uniforms
were furnished to them. All of the
work was ot a volunteer character. In
peaking of his experiences abroad

with the automobile editor of The Star
a few days ago, he said that each man
had entire charge of the machine which
he was driving. He was required to
keep it in first-class condition at all
times. There was only one man to a
car, except when engaged in night
work, when a representative of the
French medical corps always went out
with the machine.
The chassis were fitted with special

bodies for ambulance work, being
equipped with three stretcher cases and
four sitting cases, for carrying the injuredsoldiers. The machines never
carried more than four persons at a
time. The roads, he said, were kept
up remarkably well, being called
chemins, corresponding to the Americanhighways or pikes. The roads
were, for the greater part, paved with
Belgian blocks and were especially
good in France. As soon as the border
line into Belgian was crossed tbere
was a noticeable difference in the
roads. During his long stay abroad he
pent most of his time on Belgian

battlefields.
The runs In which he was engaged

daily were from three to eight or ten
miles In length. Most of the traveling
was done at night, without any lights
on the machine, one of the requirements.This traveling was from the
second line back to the field dressing
stations, in the rear of the firing lines.
The injured men were carried back to
the second line of defense and given
first aid. awaiting the arrival of the
ambulances, which conveyed them to
the field dressing stations.

In the day time these same injured soldierswere transported from the field
dressing stations to the nearest railroad
station. The work in the day time would
require driving cross country through
narrow lanes, which had been cut up by
the a^rtillery and ammunition and supply
trains. These conditions only existed
after lea\ing the main highways, but
were always taken in order to savt time.
The ambulances were provided with

two extra tires and four inner tubes
all the time. AU repairs had to be
made by the drivers. Arriving in Paris,
he. like all others, had to guarantee
»o remain in the ambulance service for
three months.

Uniforms of Khaki Type.
The uniforms worn were of the

khaki-type, with the usual Red Cross
lnnlgna on the sleeves of the uniform.
The drivers were on duty, he continued,practically twenty-four hours
a day, but averaged between eight and
ten hours a day of actual service. The
nay ana mgnt runs were alternated.
Most of his time was spent in Belgium
with the French army.
Mr. Lyon arrived In Washington a

few days ago, having crossed from
Fiance to England. via the English
channel. taking the American line
from Liverpool to the United States.
Me said that it was rather an expensiveexperience for him, but he does
not regret the time spent abroad and
the knowledge which he acquired of
conditions during a war struggle such
as thai is in which nearly every countryof Kuropo is now engaged.
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COL W.S. EDWARDS DIES
IN BALTIMORE HOSPITAL

Was a Leading Republican Politician
and Prominent Coal Operator

in West Virginia.

BALTIMORE. Mcl , De-ember 27..Col.
William Seymour Edwards, aged fiftynine,former republican national committeemanfrom West Virginia, died yesterdayat a hospital in Baltimore. He was

not only active in politics but was also
prominent as a coal and oil operator. He
was deposed as national committeeman
last spring by the election of Virgil L.
Highland of Clarksburg to that place.

In February, 1913, Col. Edwards becameinvolved in an election scandal in
West Virginia, and, as the outcome of an

investigation, was arrested on the charge
of attempting to bribe a member of the
house of delegates. Mr. Edwards was the
Roosevelt candidate for the United States
Senate. The charge was dismissed and
CoJ. Edwards exonerated.

Gave $30,000 to Campaign Fund.
A committee appointed by the legislatureto investigate the bribery charges

filed last January a report in which, it
was brought out that Col. Edwards had
contributed a total of $30,000 to insure
the success of the republican ticket in
1912.
Col. 'Edwards was born in New York

September 14. 1896. and was a son of
William H. Edwards, the author and
naturalist, and himself was noted as a

writer of works on travel and on the
coal resources of his native state, as
well as for his ability as a lawyer and
politician and for his leadership in the
development of the West Virginia coal
industry. He was graduated from CornellUniversity in 1879, later, being
given the degree of bachelor of laws
upon his graduation from Columbia in
1882. A year later he was admitted to
the practice of law in West Virginia,
where he had grown to manhood.
His father and grandfather were

among the first to initiate developments
of the coal industry of West Virginia,
and this field soon atracted him.

Was Member of Legislature.
Col. Edwards' extensive coal propertiestook up much of his time, and his

business in this field finally overshadowedto a large extent his law practice.
He was president of the Hamilton Gas
Company, of the Vespertine Oil Company,of the Coalburgh-Kanawha Coal
Company and of the Gallatin Mining
Company. He headed the Kanawha
Coal Operators' Association from 1908
to 1911.
He was a member of the West Virginiahouse of delegates from 1892 to

1895, being speaker in the last year of
his service. In 1898 he was republican
candidate for Congress from the third
district of his state. Ten years later
he was chairman of the West Virginia
delegation to the republican national
convention in Chicago and in 1912 was
elected a member or the national committee.He held that post until his defeatlast spring.

CONGESTION IS REPORTED
IN COLD-STORAGE HOUSES

/

Large Increase in Foodstuffs, IncludingMeats, Held in New York
and New Jersey.

NEW YORK, December 27..A seriouscongestion of foodstuffs in the cold
storage warehouses of New York and
New Jersey is reported by John E.
Starr, formerly president of the AmericanSociety of Refrigerating Engineers.
In a statement to the Chelsea Associationof Merchants. Taking his figures
from the reports of health departments
of the two states, Mr. Starr says that
16,116,173 pounds of fresh meat was in
cold storage in New York city last
September, an increase of 331 per cent
over the amount stored here two years
ago. On the same date New Jersey
warehouses held 4,107,078 pounds of
fresh meat, an Increase of 170 per cent.
In addition, Mr. Starr reported that

thotiiAnflH ftf tnni nf moats h«1H In
refrige rating cars on side tracks
awaiting unloading. He declared that
29,377.590 dozens of eggs were in cold
storage here and 19,445,880 dozens in
New Jersey In September.
"The extent of the cold storage business."said Mr. Starr, "may be Indicatedby the fact that there were 9,000,000barrels of apples in storage in the

United States December 1. They were
awaiting favorable market conditions
here and abroad and the possibility of
movement over the congested rall|roads."

6,781 BILLS INTBODUCED.
More Than Donbles Number at Openingof 63d Congress.
Bill dark, of tb. House who still

are working on the record, of the
proceeding, of th, session, up to ths
holiday recess rsported today thst ths
number of bills already Introduced at
the Hlxty-fourth- Congress mors than
double the number of euch measures
presented In a similar period at the
opening of the Sixty-third Congress.
During the first twelve days of the

last Congress 3,320 bills were introduced.In the similar period, during
the present session there were <.781
bills introduced, besides 168 resolutions

_ _ ______
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Navy Engineers, Instead of '

Contractors, Will Decide on

Details Hereafter.

BUILDERS MAY NOT BID
ON THEIR OWN DESIGNS

Chief Constructor Taylor Says Progress
Is So Eapid That One ]

Bureau Must Control.

Engineers of the Navy Department
will hereafter prepare plans for all
submarines to be built for the United
States upon which bidders may submit
figures. Where bidders hold rights to
patents they may submit alternative
bids; but such progress has been made
by naval constructors, according to
Chief Constructor Taylor, in his annual
report, that the old practice of submittingto bidders only the general re. i
quirements for submarine craft, allowingthem to bid on their own designs, ^
wlil be abandoned. 1
Constructor Taylor mentions the experimentsmade during the year in j

search of adequate defense for battleshipsagainst submarine and aeroplane
a t tark anri adds that "snopiflcotlnnB

for the ships next to be purchased have j

been materially improved." Details of *

changes in construction are regarded .

as confidential. *

Activities of the Bureau.
The various activities of the bureau

are shown in the report in dealing with
the model basin at the Washington I
navy yard, where hull designs are test,
ed; the wind tunnel, where aeroplane
experiments are made, and other experimentalequipment. Twenty per cent
of the work done last year in the model
basin was for private shipbuilders who
are learning of the advantage that
adjunct of the navy has been to its designers.A device to simulate storm
conditions and wave ihotions is now
being installed in the tank.
Of aircraft design the report says:
"The development of the aeroplane

seems to be in the direction of larger
weight capacity and greater speed, and
in this respect is repeating the history
of the development of warships." The
department has designed and begun
construction of an aeroplane to carry
2,200 pounds as a means to developmentof knowledge of this subjeot
among Its engineers.
Navy Outstrips Private Concerns.
The report points out the high standardof efficiency made by bureau employes,It being stated that no vessel

designed by the navy has shown over- <

weight during the last twelve years, a
record no private company nor the de- (
signers of any other government have
been able to equal. Re-rattng of bureauemployes Is asked In order that
some hope of advancement may be

giventhem and an Increase In person- J
nel to do away with the voluntary
overtime the report declares they have
cheerfully rendered.
"These Increases are requested," says

the chief constructor, "In order that the <
bureau may be In a position to meet
efficiently the Increasing demands upon
It and In order to provide for rearrangementof the force so as to reduce
the number of transfers and resigns- 1
tlons. The records of the past live 1

years Indicate that the changes In the
clerical force amount to something over 1
half the total force every three years.
This failure to retain In the employ of I
the bureau men who have been trained
and who possess technical knowledge
so necessary for Its work Is a serious
handicap In carrying on Its work efficiently.The bureau believes Its many (
losses through resignation and transfer
are mainly attributable to the lack of
any reasonable prospect of advancementin pay as compared with that obtainingin other branches of the public <

service and In civil life for men of
equal merit. The average pay of the
clerks in this bureau Is less than In any
other bureau or office of the Navy Department.The majority of those who
leave the bureau go to other branches
of the government where conditions
are more attractive."
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John Hayei of Near Tyron Silled.
Frank Foster Arrested.

ASHEVILLE, N. C., December 27..
John Hayes, a prominent young farmer
who lived near Tyron. N. C., is dead
from a load of buckshot, and Prank
Foster, who lives in the same section,
is held by the authorities as the result
of a shooting yesterday in the presence
of two young women whose Identity
was not disclosed. According to reportsreceived here, Hayes was walkingwith the two girls when Foster
stepped from behind a bush.
"Step aside, please, so I can kill you,"

Foster Is ousted as saying to Hayes.
The latter laughed, and one of Hayes'
companions placed her hand In hts and
said she would die by his side. Foster
then is alleged to have flred.
A coroner's Jury investigated the

shooting and held Foster responsible.

To Cure a Cold la Omm Day
Take LAXATIVE BROMO QUININE Tablets.
Prosaists refund money If It tells to esse. U. W.ojtovri Slgastuse Is so esefc bos. 2SC.-A4,Tertisemeut. L.

HONS OF CANAL
DETAILED IN REPORT

for. Goethals Shows Total Tonnage
Passed Prior to June

33, 1915.

Details of the operations of the
'anama canal during the fiscal year
nded June 30, 1915, prior to the earth
lides which closed the channel, are
contained in a report by Gen. Goethals,
lovernor of the Panama Canal Zone,
ust made public.
Between August 15, 1914, and June 30,
915, 530 vessels, representing a net
'anama canal tonnage of 1,884,728 and
argo tonnage of 2,125,735, were passed
hrough from Atlantic to Pacific, and
58 vessels, representing a Panama
anal tonnage of 1,958,307 and a cargo
onnage of 2,844,057, from Pacific to
Ltlantjc, making, a total of 1.08S vesels,with a net canal tonnage of 3,843,35and a cargo tonnage of 4,969,792.

Cucaracha Slide Active.
"Cucaracha slide," the report says,
"was very active from July to October,
914, quiet during the dry season and
Lctive again with the beginning of the
ainy season in April. On the west side
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at Culebra the elide showed little acftivity through the greater part of the
year, but in June, 1915, the general
movement of the bank was noticeable,
and it was estimated that 5,000,000 cubicyards of material were in motion on
June 30, 1915, on the west side. It is
estimated that about 4,000,000 cubic
yards will have to be removed from the
east side."

Total of Expenditures.
Of the $394,399,149 appropriated by

^Congress to June 30 last, the report
states that $14,689,873 has been spent
on fortifications, $750,000 to cover three
annual payments to the republic of
Panama, $6,440,000 for the operation of
the civil government of the Canal Zone
for the fiscal year 1916, $4,289,159 for
the operation and maintenance of the
canal to the end of the fiscal year 1915,
while stock on hand aggregates $2,225,000,leaving $365,999,116 appropriated
for tV)A q rtn a 1 nnn«triirtlnn rtf f Via Aanal

and its adjuncts.
Labor and health conditions on the

canal are reported to have been excellentduring the year.

Bishop Quits Consular Service.
Correspondence of the Associated Tress.
SHANGHAI, November 18..C. M.

Bishop, American vice consul and
senior American assessor in the mixed
court at Shanghai, has resigned from
the consular service and will return
to his home at Baltimore to practice
law. C. F. Bickford, vice consul at
Hankow, will take Mr. Bishop's place
in this city.
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MURDER OF FRENCH GIRL
IS BLAMED ON MONKEY P<

is
b

Owners of Simians in Town Near ~

Paris Busy Establishing Alibis &
for Their Pets. ^

PARIS, December 27.."The Murders $
in the Rue Morgue," as depicted by Ed- $
gar Allan Poe, are having their counter- 5
part In the real life at Clermont-Fer- §
rand during the unraveling of the ^
mystery surrounding the death by vio- J
lence last August of Mile. Marie Chris- $
tophle, a young woman belonging to 5
one of the wealthiest families of the ^
place. The police have been investi- J
gating a report that the girl was slain ^
uv H moHKey. ^
During the night on which Marie $

Christophle met .her death a fire oc- ^curred in her home. Neighbors rushed ^
in and found her dead with wounds on $
her head. Various theories were put ^
forward as to the cause of death, and n

the Christophle family offered a large ^reward for the capture of the person
or persons who killed her. Last Oc- S
tober the inquiries by the police led fc
to the arrest of the girl's brother, Jean $Christophle. and her mother. Mme. 5
Marguerite Christophle, who were al- $
leged to have had a hand in her death, ^Recently reports became current in ^
Clermont-Ferrand that a monkey had ^gained entrance to Marie Christophle's 5;
chamber and killed her. As a result the $police searched the town. They found
five of the animals, but an alibi has $
been established for each. fu
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Second Crop of Pears in Texas.
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